Sponsorship Opportunities for

2011-12 Folk Music Concert Series

The Old Firehouse in Edom, Texas

www.theoldfirehouse.net
info@theoldfirehouse.net
Background
The Old Firehouse is an intimate, smoke-free and alcohol-free "Coffeehouse" folk music venue about to begin its second season of operation. Managed by Jeff and Judy Gottesman, it continues to host one-of-a-kind singer/songwriters from all over the country who stop in Edom to share their original music and unique sound. A typical audience, numbering 25-70 listeners, includes folks from towns in Henderson, Van Zandt, and Smith Counties, and visitors from as far away as Denton, Dallas/Fort Worth, Waco, Austin, and Houston. Concerts are offered approximately once each month, with the majority of ticket proceeds going directly to our featured performers. Coffee and desserts are offered for a small donation.

The feedback from audience and singer/songwriter guests sounds like this:

It's people like you and Judy, and venues like yours, that make me want to continue living in East Texas! Thank you so much. I can remember a time, not too many years ago, when there was no local place to listen to live music except in bars. You've given us a gift we can share with our kids and their friends, and THAT's invaluable!

                         __________________________

Thanks again for having me at the Old Firehouse. I enjoyed every second of it. You and Judy were the perfect hosts. Thank you for your kindness and hospitality. It felt like home and as a songwriter it created a most enjoyable experience for me. I appreciate folks like you who see something in what I do, believe in it, and want to share it with others. I would be at home twiddling my thumbs without folks like you… 

While our venue is relatively small, it provides an exceptional listening atmosphere where the audience can “connect” personally with the performer—an experience that is not as easy to accomplish at larger venues. But the downside of our capacity of 70 listeners is that we are limited in the amount we can pay performers from ticket sales alone. Without raising ticket prices prohibitively, this limitation prevents us from engaging some of the better-known performers our audience would enjoy. 

Last year, with ticket prices from $12 to $15, we were able to attract a variety of recognized singer/songwriters to our stage. Many were winners of esteemed songwriting competitions such as the Wildflower Festival Performing Artists contest in Richardson, and the Kerrville Folk Festival’s “New Folk” Competition. For the upcoming 2011-12 season, The Old Firehouse is offering sponsorship opportunities for single concerts; special concerts featuring national acts; and even the entire concert series. Sponsorship money will be primarily used to pay our musicians, with any excess saved in a “rainy day fund” in anticipation of increased operating expenses and venue improvements. In return, sponsors will have their names in all advertising, posters, and promotional materials we prepare—and, of course, announcements from the stage. We will also be happy to display a sponsor-supplied company banner above the stage during their selected concert(s).

Sponsorship of The Old Firehouse Concert Series provides an opportunity to support enriching entertainment to our local communities. It also affords sponsor visibility within an audience typically aged 40-65, and with significant disposable income. 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Series Sponsor – ($1,000) – At this level you will be the exclusive sponsor of the entire 2010-11 Concert Series. Your name will be on all advertising and promotional materials produced for each of the season’s nine concerts, and your sponsorship will be announced prior to each concert from our stage. You will also receive two complimentary tickets per concert. This level of sponsorship is available as long as we do not yet have any individual concert sponsors.
Special Concert Sponsor – ($250) – At this level you will sponsor a special concert that will enable us to bring in a “big name” singer/songwriter that we would not have otherwise been able to attract. Your name will appear on all advertising and promotional materials for this concert, and your sponsorship will be included in our stage announcements. You will also receive four complimentary tickets. 

Individual Concert Sponsor – ($100) – At this level you will sponsor an individual concert. Your name will appear on all advertising and promotional materials for this event and your sponsorship will be acknowledged in our stage announcements. You may sponsor as many individual concerts as you desire, and will receive two complimentary tickets to each. 
If you are interested in sponsoring a concert or series, please contact us at info@theoldfirehouse.net. The Old Firehouse operates as a dba of JeffreyLance Photography, a “for profit” business, which means that donations are unfortunately not tax deductible. However, all the proceeds from Firehouse concerts and donations are used to pay musicians and cover overhead expenses such as advertising, utilities, insurance, and other costs associated with the concerts and venue. A review of the books at the end of our first season showed that we had barely broken even. Rather than profiting from concerts or sponsorships, our aim is simply to keep our doors open and continue operating this venue for the love of original music, and the performers who so skillfully write, sing and play it.

Performers For the 2011-12 Concert Series

September 2011

David LaMotte

www.davidlamotte.com
 

October 2011

Namoli Brennet
www.namolibrennet.com
November 2011

Three Great Austin Songwriters

Danny Schmidt

www.dannyschmidt.com
Carrie Elkin

www.carrieelkin.com
Sam Baker

www.sambakermusic.com
December 2011

Adler & Hearne

www.adlerandhearn.com
 

January 2012

Andy Gullahorn
www.andygullahorn.com
Jill Phillips

www.jillphillips.com
 

February 2012

Karen Mal
www.karenmal.com
 

March 2012

open

 

April 2012

open 

 

May 2012

Ann Armstrong & Steve Hughes

http://www.myspace.com/annarmstrongband
